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Virat Vaibhav ND 18/05/2016
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E spate of sui-
ides being
reported from
the coaching
capital of India,
Kota, should
shock all of us. Young chil-
dren are killing themselves
not because they are not
able to get admission into
any Indian Institution of
Technology (IIT), but
because of sheer pressure
of coaching and obsession
of parents with IITs. The
most poignant is the case
of a girl who killed herself
despite ‘cracking’ the joint
entrance examination for
IIT with a good rank. She
took the extreme step of
ending her young life
because she did not want
to become an engineer but
a scientist. This is indeed
a sad commentary on
everyone — education sys-
tem, parents, media, gov-
ernments and politicians.

Kota suicides represent collec-
tive failure of the society. Over
the years, we have created an
atmosphere in which II'Ts have
been placed on a pedestal — an
ultimate goal for young children.
Any inability to reach there is
considered end of career dreams
for many. For middle-class and
poor parents, an admission into
IIT appears to be the best career
option, a passport to megabuck
jobs and good life. The biggest
beneficiaries of this eraze are
coaching centres in Kota, Gun-
tur, Hyderabad, Faridabad,
Patna and elsewhere.

The frenzy begins with IITs,
which themselves are under
wrong impression that they are
among the best engineering
schools in the world. They
always pride themselves by the
number of students competing
for each seat, hiding real aca-
demic indicators such as innova-
tion, research output and
teacher-student ratio. Forget
any comparison with MIT and
Harvard, the combined research
output of IITs is far below that
of just two technology universi-
ties in Singapore — National
University of Singapore and
Nanyang Technological Univer-
sity. The faculty shortage in II'TS
is pathetic, as pointed out by the
parliamentary committee on
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Suicides in Kota
are wake-up call
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Tall claims about placements by 1ITs actually boost business of coaching centres.

NEW data has revealed that the Gorkha Earth-

quake, which hit Nepal in April last year, did not

release all of the seismic stress that had buiit
up underground along the Himalayan arc. Due to the

residual stress,

ikelihood of another large earth-

quake occurring in the future remains, according to a

report released by Kathmandu-based International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development. Seis-
mologists say the damage from a possible large
earthquake could be much worse. The report says
that geological hazards induced by the quake were
landslides, river channel constriction and damming,
and avalanches with debris flow and airburst.

higher education last month.
While all such serious issues
are shoved under the carpet, all
that we hear are unverified
claims about salary packages —
which help IITs further consoli-
date their brands and lure
gullible middle class parents.

Tall claims about placements by
IITs actually boost business of
coaching centres which are first
contact points for parents.
Coaching centres then start
hyping up their own brands by
making false and unethical
claims about ranks of their stu-

dents. Some of them even hold
entrance tests — an entrance
test for preparing for entrance
test. The coaching business
operates in connivance with
state education departments,
which turn a blind eye to
‘dummy schools’ where children
are enrolled for 10th and 12th
grade CBSE or state board
examinations but are actually
studying in coaching institutes.
These kids are heing deprived of
basic schooling and robbed of
their childhood. Their growing
years are spent in 10-12 hours of
rote learning and solving multi-
ple choice questions, blunting
their mental growth and capac-
ity to think and ask questions.

It is time we wake up to end
this menace. We will have to
work at different levels. II'Ts will
have to be deglamourised. Par-
ents need counselling and the
government needs to act tough
with coaching industry.
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11Sc. leads country in research output
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-leads-country-in-research-output/article8612927.ece

The Indian Institute of Science (l1Sc), Bangalore, has proved that it was not adjudged the top university in the country by
the Centre for nothing.

With 22,056 publications between 2002 and 2014, it was ahead of 29 top academic institutions — government and
private — based on the volume of publications, according to a study commissioned by the Department of Science and
Technology. This is the most number of publications from a single academic institute in India. The 2016 study,
‘International Comparative Performance of India’s Research Base — A Bibliometric Analysis’, looked at the number of
publications research institutions had in the 12-year period. Though the IITs did not make it to the top slot, seven of
them made it to the top 30 with five in the top 10. It also looks at the volumes for the period of 2009-13.


http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/iisc-leads-country-in-research-output/article8612927.ece
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‘Most prolific’

The study hailed 1ISc. as ‘India’s most prolific academic institution’, with its output growing from 999 to 2,224
publications between 2002 and 2014. What’s more, the institute was termed the most prolific in most subject areas,
with the highest number of publications between 2009 and 2013 in six subjects.

However, another section of academics were of the view that these rankings should be taken with a pinch of salt for the

simple reason that not all the institutions are on the same pedestal.

With 22,056 publications in 12 years, it is ahead of 29 top institutions
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| River Ganga Repository
inaugurated at AMU

ALIGARH: The ‘River Ganga
Repository’ was inaugurated
at Maulana Azad Library in
Aligarh Muslim University on
Tuesday in order to collect and
disseminate information about
the holy river in printed and
digital forms. AMU librarian
Nabi Hasan said the project was
aimed at collecting, organising
and making accessible to the
world the literature and other
information pertaining to the
river. To start with, he said,
AMU had already collected a
number of books, reports, dis-
sertations and theses which have
been made part of the repository:
He said this knowledge could be
utilised in cleaning and rejuve-
nating the Ganga river.

Hasan said AMU had already
implemented projects on the
Ganga river and a number of
other activities and researches
were going in the university.
“AMU now wishes to give impe-
tus to this important mission of
restoring this river to its pristine
glory;,” he pointed out.

Hasan said that AMU had cre-
ated this section in the central
library and a link (http:// wWwWww.
amu.ac) had been created for rel-
evant literature. Vice-chancellor
Zameer Uddin Shah is the patron
while Prof Sachchidanand
Sahay advisor and Nabi Hasan
coordinator of this project.HTC



